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Wilson; 24, Martha Ann, died young; 25, Barwell Bassett, died 
young; 26, Mary Bassett married S. A. McCreery, Surgeon U. S. 
K; 27, Elizabeth Daingerfield married W. D. BagnaU; 28, Boil- 
ing ; 29, Hannah Bassett married Thomas B. Whiting. 

9. EiCHAED. I think he was the "author of Starke's Justice of 
the Peace." At least, none answers the conditions so well. The 
Virginia Gazette for July 30, 1772, announced the death of Rich- 
ard Starke, " attorney at law, and clerk to two committees of the 
House of Burgesses." "He left a numerous and distressed fam- 
ily," says the preface to the book. He had issue : 30, William A. 
Starke, whose death at 17, from exposure in the war, was announced 
in the Virginia Gazette. 

Heitman has Eichard Starke, who served as lieutenant through 
the war in the Continental army Sixth Virginia. He left two 
daughters, Harriet and Maria who had a warrant for land on ac- 
coxmt of military services. 

Heitman has William Starke, who served as lieutenant in the 
Seventh Virginia Continental regiment from December 26, 1776. 
In 1783 Barwell Starke, of Dinwiddie county, assigns to his 
brother Lewis his right to land due to his brother William Starke, 
deceased, as lieutenant in Col. George Baylor's regiment of horse. 
(Papers in land office.) 

Married Mr. William Starke, of Dinwiddie county to Miss Sukey 
Edwards, of Brunswick county. Virginia Gazette, Nov. 6, 1779. 

Molly Starke, of Williamsburg, perhaps a daughter of Kichard 
Starke, the lawyer, married in 1774, John King, of 'Hampton. 
Virginia Gazette. 

Elizabeth Bellfield (born 1732), married Mr. Starke, of South- 
ampton county. {Descendants of Roger Jones.) Barwell and 
Bellfield Starke were living in Dinwiddie county in 1789. (Asses- 
sors books.) 

{To be conMrmed.') 



JAMES MONEOE.' 

By the Editor. 
With all the biographers of James Monroe, so distinguished for 
the solidity of his judgment and the evenness of his character, 
there has been a decided want of information respecting his an- 
cestry. A little investigation, however, in the Maryland records 

' See July QuABTEBLY, 1895, p. 39; Biehmond Dispatch, January 2, 1896. 
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and in those of Westmoreland and King George counties, Vir- 
giaia, relieves the matter of much of its diificulty. We learn from 
the first of these sources that the original residence of the immi- 
grant ancestor, Andrew Monroe, was in Maryland, where he first 
commanded a pinnace in the service of Cuthbert Fenwick, general 
agent for Lord Baltimore. When Richard Ingle declared for the 
parliament, Monroe took sides against Lord Baltimore's govern- 
ment, and eventually, like Nathaniel Pope, ancestor of President 
Washington, Dr. Thomas Gerrard, and other leading Maryland- 
ers, fled over the Potomac to a settlement under the Virginia au- 
thority, at the mouth of Appomattox Creek, now called Mattox 
Creek, in Westmoreland county. Ship captains were men of much 
consequence in those days, and the social rank of Monroe was 
above the average. He died in 1668, leaving issue, according to 
the deed-books in Westmoreland county: Susannah, Elizabeth, 
Andrew, George, and William. Of these, Andrew married Elli- 
nor, the daughter of Patrick Spens, who died about 1689. This 
Andrew was a justice of the peace, and had the rank of captain in 
the militia. His issue was : Spens, Susannah, Andrew, and Eliza- 
beth. Spens died vyithout issue in 1725. His father, Captain 
Andrew Monroe, died in 1714. So far there is no difficulty ; there 
is a reference forward and a reference back in the records, and 
the chain is complete. 

I have not been able, however, to find the will of the third An 
drew Monroe, and the evidence becomes presumptive. The will 
of Captain Spence Monroe was proved in 1774, and mentions sons 
James and Spence, and daughter Elizabeth, who married WilKam 
Buckner. There was another brother, who was either pretermit- 
ted in the \rill, or overlooked by me in my notes, Joseph Jones 
Monroe. Both James and Andrew were at William and Mary 
College, although Andrew is not mentioned in the published cata- 
logue, which is only a partial one.' 

There can be hardly any doubt that Spence Monroe was a son of 
the third Andrew, but it is not directly proved as yet that he was. 

As to the statement of Hugh Blair Grigsby that Spence Monroe 
was a " carpenter," there is proof that he was a " joiner." I found 
last summer, in the records of King George county, adjoining 
Westmoreland, the following : " James Walker, son of Major Wil- 
liam Wialker, late of Stafiford, binds himself to Spence Monroe to 

' The papers announced the death, at Milton, Virginia, December 2, 1826, 
of Andrew Monroe, brother of the President, and who left William and Mary 
College to enter the navy. 
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learn the trade of a joiner." ' The entry bears date March 7, 
1765. I do not believe that there is much difference between 
a "joiner" and a "carpenter," and llr. Grigsby's statement is, 
therefore, confirmed. But the inference which he draws from 
this fact, that James Monroe was of low social scale, is not 
correct. His father and his ancestors were justices and officers 
in the militia, had respectable estates, and owned many slaves. 
It must be remembered that Virginia was settled chiefly by the 
people of the English cities, in which the dignity of the trades 
was stoutly maintained. The gentlemen of the counties in England 
apprenticed their sons to the grocers, the weavers, and the 
tailors, and they did not for that cease to be gentlemen. A 
premium was put upon the trades by inhibiting the right of voting 
or of office-holding to any but a member of one of the merchant 
guilds. I have found that many of the old leading Virginians ap- 
prenticed their sons to some tradesman, and merchandizing was 
very popular. The carpenter's trade was especially honorable. 
No family was more honorable or more influential than the Cary 
family, of Elizabeth City and Warwick counties ; and yet both the 
father and the grandfather of Colonel Archibald Cary, of the Re- 
volution, called themselves " carpenters," as well as " gentlemen." 
They, no doubt, served first as apprentices, as the custom required 
a regular probation of five years ; but afterwards they performed 
the part of directors and contractors, leaving the manual labor to 
slaves. As the landed character of Virginia increased, the mer- 
chants and the tradesmen fell in the public estimation ; but this 
opinion of their inferiority was not prevalent in the seventeenth 
century, or in the first half of the eighteenth century. 

Spence Monroe married Elizabeth, the sister of Hon. Joseph 
Jones a distinguished member of the General Court of Virginia, 
and of the Continental Congress, whose letters have been recently 
published by Mr. Worthington C. Ford. Joseph Jones was the 
younger brother of James Jones, who is styled in a deed, " under- 
taker in architecture." James Jones also kept an ordinary 
in King Greorge, which his wife, Esther, ran after his death. 
Esther Jones married, 2dly, William Tyler, of Westmoreland 
county, and in her will, proved in May, 1770, she mentions sons, 
William Tyler, James Tyler ; daughter, Blanche Tyler ; brother, 
Joseph Jones. Joseph Morton was guardian of Joseph Jones in 

' In 1743 Spence Monroe apprenticed himself to Robert "Walker, of King 
George, joiner. 
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1744 ; in 1754 Jones became Deputy Attorney for the king. He 
made a deed in 1758, which was signed also by his wife, Mary. 
In April, 1759, he made a deed of gift to his " sister, Elizabeth 
Monroe, wife of Sx)ence Monroe, of Westmoreland county." 

These are the facts from the records, but it is also true that, 
however respectable, the Monroes never held the same state in 
society as the Lees, Washingtons, Allertons, Ashtons, and a few 
other great families of Westmoreland and King George counties — 
a fact which is shown by the absence of intermarriages and the 
inferiority of their estates and offices compared with these power- 
ful neighbors. 

The foUowing is the account against James Monroe, when a stu- 
dent at William and M&vy College, as it stands in the Bursar's book. 



1775 
March 

1776 
March 



25 
25 
26 



Mr. James Monroe 

To the Table for Board from 20"^ June, 



To D" for d" 1 year, 

To Stock, due by him for BaPe contra,. 



Dr. 

113* 


9 


18 


123 


13 


t( 


42 


6 


10 



•The flgures in tills. oolumn lefer to the Joumal; the other three coluums mean 
ponnas, shillings and pence. 



1774 
Jnne 


20 
19 

25 


Contra To Jo Jones Esq aforesaid, 

By Cash for Adv'' Board, 


Or. 
103 

111 

122 
126 


6 
3 
9 
6 
6 
13 


10 
8 
18 
10 
10 




1775 
January 


By ditto D" 


7J 


Sept. 


By Cash, 


1776 
March 


By Balance, 











DESCENDANTS OP JOHN CAMM PEESIDENT OP WIL- 
LIAM AND MAEY COLLEGE. 
(Continued from Vol. III., page 61.) 
9. Eliza Wam-ee, grand-dau. of John Oamm, married Geoege 
Blow, ut sup., and had issue : 13, Eobert Waller, b. 1808 — died 
1828; 14, Bichard, born 1810, married 1st, Laura Townes, 2nd, 
Laura Dunbar. He studied medicine in Philadelphia and Paris, 
and died in Norfolk, while attending the yellow-fever sufferers, in 
1855; 15, Emma, born 1812, married Dr. George Blacknall, U. S. 
N. 5 16, George, bom 1813, lawyer, judge of Norfolk Circuit Court, 
20 



